CITY OF

V-ENTURA MEDIA ADVISORY

Contact: 805-339-4317

POLICE DEPARTMENT Release Prepared by: Ashley Bautista

Event: Motivational Multimedia Assemblies to Save Lives and Inspire Local Students
Location:

1) Balboa Middle School, 247 S. Hill Road on 4/10 9:00 am 1,142 students.

2) Pacific High School, 501 College Drive on 4/19 8:30 am 180 students.

Officer(s) Involved: School Resource Officer J. MacLellan, Traffic Corporal Al Gomez

Media Advisory: This event is not open to the public, but the news media are invited to attend.

Narrative:

The Ventura Police Department and the Ventura Unified School District have partnered with Motivational
Multimedia Assemblies (MMA) for inspirational presentations for local students. MMA aims to both challenge
and inspire young people to develop strategies to help them reach their true potential so that their life
choices will not be diminished through avoidable, reckless and harmful behaviors.

Using music videos, movie and TV program clips, MMA creates a powerful impression viewed on 11 foot by
43 foot screens, conveying age-appropriate messages that encourage positive life choices. The program
aims to educate students on the prevention of destructive decisions and behaviors such as drinking and
driving and texting and driving. The themes include positive decision making, conflict resolution, drug abuse
prevention, traffic safety and personal excellence.

Funding for this program is provided by a grant from the California Office of Traffic Safety, through the
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. According to the National Center for Injury Prevention and
Control, motor vehicle collisions are the leading cause of death for U.S. teens. Fortunately, teen motor
vehicle crashes are preventable, and proven strategies can improve the safety of young drivers on the road.
Presentations like MMA promotes awareness and encourages good choices.

There are many facts that show how dangerous distracted driving can be:

e In 2016, a survey showed that more than 44% of Californians said that texting while driving is the
most serious distraction for drivers.

e In 2016, more than 54% of California drivers surveyed said they had been hit or nearly hit by a
driver who was talking or texting on cell phone.

e In 2016, nearly 40% of drivers admitted to making a mistake while talking on a cell phone.

e Nationally, 3,154 people were killed and an estimated 424,000 were injured in motor vehicle crashes
involving distracted drivers in 2013.

e 10 percent of drivers of all ages under the age of 20 involved in fatal crashes were reported as
distracted at the time of crash.

e Engaging in visual-manual subtasks, such as reaching for a phone, dialing and texting, increases the
risk of getting into a crash by three times.
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e 5 seconds is the average time your eyes are off the road while texting. When traveling at 55 mph,
that’s enough time to cover the length of a football field blindfolded.

Despite the alarming facts, fatal crashes involving distracted driving can be prevented. Eliminating the
distractions while driving can help keep everyone safe on the road:

Never text and drive.

Turn off your phone before you get behind the wheel.

Don't text or call someone when you know they are likely to be driving.

Do not eat or drink while driving.

Do not program your GPS, MP3 player or other devices while driving.

If a phone call is necessary or you need reroute your map, pull over to a safe parking spot.
Do not groom.

Do not read.

Do not watch videos.

Try not to get too involved with passengers in your car.

Finally, if something falls to the floor, pull over to a safe parking spot before trying to reach it.

For more information on distracted driving and what drivers can do to help keep our road’s safe:

Office of Traffic and Safety Driving Fact Sheet: For additional statistics and facts.

National Safety Council: For additional information, studies and helpful reminders.

Impact Teen Drivers: Helpful information for parents and teen drivers on distracted driving.
Distracted GOV: The U.S. government’s official website on distracted driving.
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